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ABSTRACT

A Study on the realities and meanings of cyberspace

as a field of making youth’ s alternative discourse

Kim, Young-Ji*

The purpose of this study is to examine the realities and meanings of
cyberspace as a field of making youth' s alternative discourse. This article
intends to investigate the present condition of youth webzine and the youth
rights movement on the cyberspace so as to research the possibility of
cyberspace as a alternative space.

Cyberspace provides the possibility of alternative activity space for youth by
means of the characteristics of decentralization and democracy. The Youth
elaim their voice and opinion that s difficult to express in real and formal space
through cyberspace such as webzine and other cyber communities. Youth could
be a creative and autonomous subject who creates the contents and forms of
media through intervention and participation on the cyberspace.

Cyberspace works as a emancipatory and alternative space but there are
some problems such as temptation of commerciality, negative views of adults,
lack of democratic communication skills and time to spare, etc. in maintaining
alternative cyber community.

It is needed to construct subject and object conditions to expand the subject
and autonomous voice of youth. It depends on the participation and positive

activity of youth on both the cyber and real space.

* Korea Institute for Youth Development
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