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Abstract

Survey on Children and Youth Exposed to
Domestic Violence and Measure to Respond

The purpose of the study is to identify the actual condition of children and youth
exposed to domestic violence and explore ways to solve the issue. Various types of
domestic violence experienced by children and youth have significant negative impact
on the development of individual children and youth and would lead to misdeed and
crime. Therefore, the ways to support them to grow as a healthy member of our society
is desperately required beyond measures to support victims. To this end, literatures
and documents on the condition of domestic violence were analyzed and in-depth interview
with mothers, children and youth exposed to domestic violence was conducted to identify
the following policy proposals.

The ways to revise relevant acts are as follows.

First, the protection and support provided only to the direct victims of domestic violence
crime under the Act on the Prevention of Domestic Violence and Protection, Etc. of
Victims Thereof shall be expanded to the victims of domestic violence act and domestic
violence act shall be blocked by making involvement in domestic violence act possible
through order to take class, treatment and counseling even though some act is not
classified as domestic violence crime.

Second, counseling to improve relationship and adoption of the restorative justice
in settlement is required to improve relationship in case where reunion with members
of original home is possible and to improve relationship to the extent that relationship
is good enough to support the growth of children and youth.

Direction for policy improvement is as follows.

First, the system to link the optimized service depending on the victims’ age, sex
and condition is required by establishing “One-stop Support Center for Domestic Violence
(temporary name)” that is responsible for overall management of domestic violence
issues because current support works for domestic violence are scattered depending
on the group to be supported.

Second, it is necessary to establish the center that provides program to promote the
restoration of victims and nurture a healthy household by resolving conflicts and improving




relationship from the perspective of “restorative justice” moving away from the system
that provides individual program including correction of assailant’s behavior, counseling
and psychological therapy for victims. In addition, offering mentoring program to provide
the role model of good family and good parents, that are lacking in children and youth
exposed to domestic violence, would be helpful.

Third, it is necessary to assign experts who can deal with trauma not only from
domestic violence but also from school violence and other incidents and accidents to
existing mental health centers, public health clinics and counseling centers to support
victims who are not restored due to limitations to the number of times to receive support
and cost.

Fourth, children and youth exposed to domestic violence have to return to home
with possibility of violence or home with parents whom they do not want to live with
against their will. Therefore, field experts need to provide exact and various information
to make children and youth make the best decision and to make this possible, it is
necessary to include the sentence “(when decision should be made, the opinion of children
and youth can be reflected” in the relevant act. In addition, the experience (experience
of witnessing violence) of children and youth have very fetal impact on individual’s
development and the possibility of restoration may be different significantly depending
on one’s condition and resources. Therefore, the support for children and youth shall
be provided meeting the needs of the affected children reflecting the extent and condition
of the case and opinion of experts on children and youth.

Fifth, as part of efforts to prevent various types of violence and cut the cycle of
violence, education on anti —violence should be provided to teach that violence cannot
be justified in any case and they can move away from violence based on various
inter-personal problem solving skills, and protection of human rights of themselves
and others.

Sixth, continuous training and promotion to raise awareness of the public and relevant
workers on the domestic violence are necessary to make them recognize that domestic
violence is not the private matters of family but the criminal act that cannot be justified
in any case.

Seventh, it is necessary to provide professional service by diversifying the types of
shelter including shelter for women (men), shelter for affected family and shelter for
victims who require more professional psychiatric treatment and offering the service
that meets the demand of victims.
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